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College Publications of Freshman Writing 


EDITH WELLS? 


In gathering information for this re- 
port, I sent questionnaires to the English 
departments of four hundred repre- 
sentative colleges and universities. The 
purpose was to determine what methods 
were employed to make freshman writ- 
ing available for study and discussion in 
composition courses. One hundred and 
eighty-six replies came in. The statis- 
tical material in this paper is taken from 
a tabulation of the answers to objective 
questions. —The comments and evalua- 
tions are gleaned from the additional 
written comment which accompanied 
the majority of the returned question- 
naires. 


General Methods of Placing Freshman 
Writing Before Students 


In the 186 colleges and universities 
which replied to the survey, over twenty 
different methods are used to place 
freshman writing before the students in 
composition classes. In 181 schools, 
themes are read before the classes with, 
of course, varied results. Eighteen de- 
partment heads made specific comment 
that this method was helpful, stimulat- 
ing, or completely adequate. Twenty- 
five, however, said the method was 
unsatisfactory, inadequate, or limited in 
effectiveness. 

Of the sixteen schools which use 
a projector, four reported that this 
method was effective; six complained 
of mechanical difficulties, noise, or il- 
legible reflections. 

The school newspaper is used as 
a publication medium for freshman 
themes in thirty-one schools. Twelve 
sponsor a literary supplement to the 


regular paper, while nineteen publish 


* At the time of writing, a graduate student 
at the University of Illinois. 


themes as a feature within the pages of 
the paper itself. 


Twenty-one schools mimeograph or 
hectograph themes for distribution to 
freshmen in composition courses. Some 
schools select uncorrected papers for this 
practice so that students may spot and 
correct the mistakes of their classmates. 
Many English department heads feel 
that such a visual method is of value in 
supplementing reading or projection of 
themes. 


Some methods of placing freshman 
writing before students are particularly 
interesting. Fifteen schools place themes 
on a bulletin board for student inspec- 
tion. In nine schools, themes are 
returned and circulated in class for 
reading and comment. Three schools 
place themes which exemplify certain 
assignments on a reserve shelf in the li- 
brary for use by students in the course. 
One school devotes the entire May issue 
of its alumni bulletin to the publication 
of freshman composition work. The 
yearbook, a printed anthology of themes 
used as a text, and a local newspaper are 
all used as media for the presentation of 
freshman writing. 


Undergraduate Publications Containing 
Freshman Writing 

The general undergraduate magazine 
of student writing is used to only a lim- 
ited extent as an incentive to better 
freshman writing and as a basis for dis- 
cussion in the freshman composition 
course. Among the fifty-four colleges 
and universities which reported the pub- 
lication of an undergraduate magazine 
which accepted freshman writing, 
thirty-one stated that it was used as no 
part of the curriculum; one cited its use 
for extra credit work; fifteen said that it 
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was used for incidental discussion and 
example; and only five replied that it 
was used as a basis for assigned class dis- 
cussion. In some cases the magazine 
may have been used in upper class cur- 
ricula alone; therefore, the above statis- 
tics are somewhat misleading. 

In spite of the seemingly restricted 
place which such a general magazine can 
fill in freshman composition work, in 
schools where a magazine of freshman 
writing is impossible, regular inclusion 
of freshman work in the general maga- 
zine might be beneficial as an incentive 
for average and above average students. 
The statistics in Table 1 may be helpful 
to any schools wishing to use the gen- 
eral undergraduate magazine in the 
freshman composition course. 


Certain facts concerning both fresh- 
man and general undergraduate publi- 
cations may be of general interest. Of 
the fifty-seven magazines reported, fifty- 
one are printed, four are mimeographed, 
one is hectographed, and one is vari- 
typed. Thirty-seven magazines are il- 
lustrated either by wood cuts, line 
etchings, or photographs; sixteen mag- 
azines contain no illustrations. The 
university or college subsidizes fourteen 
out of the twenty-five magazines which 
depend, in part, on subsidies. Three 
are subsidized by the English depart- 
ment. Other sources of financial aid are 
English honorary fraternities and clubs, 
a sale of used books, the student council, 
a local banker. 


In addition to the usual sections— 
short stories, feature articles, poetry, 
humorous and serious essays, and book 
reviews—several magazines feature spe- 
cial pages for radio scripts, one-act 
plays, music and art criticism, and prize 
award contributions. One magazine de- 
votes a page to the President’s Corner; 
another allows room for notes and com- 
ments by the editor. Photography sup- 
plements literary efforts in one magazine 


thus giving the publication a broader 
artistic scope. A_ particularly good 
feature mentioned is a page entitled 
“About the Contributor’ giving such 
information as the hometown of the 
writer and listing earlier publications. 


Freshman Magazines 

Only four among the 186 schools 
which replied sponsor regularly pub- 
lished freshman magazines which are 
designed as a contribution to the teach- 
ing methods used in the freshman com- 
position courses. Vassar College, Iowa 
State College, the State University of 
Iowa, and the University of Illinois are 
the sponsors of these magazines. 

Vassar College publishes freshman 
writing in a twenty-page, mimeo- 
graphed magazine, The Sampler, which 
has been in use since 1917 with the ex- 
ception of a few years. The number of 
issues within each year varies according 
to the burden carried by the staff, 
although generally the magazine is 
published three times each year. The 
material chosen is that which the stu- 
dent editors consider the best of that 
submitted as good work by teachers and 
students in the various classes. The 
staff periodically evaluates the effective- 
ness of The Sampler to decide whether 
it shall retain a place in the course. 

Published by the English department, 
The Sampler is financed by compulsory 
sales; it is a part of the required 


material for freshman work. Approx-. 


imately 250 copies of each issue are 
mimeographed. 


Included in the magazine are stories, 
sketches, poems, and critical papers. 
Miss Susan Turner, chairman of Eng- 
lish 105 at Vassar, says of the use of 
The Sampler in the curriculum: “The 
compositions in our magazine, which is 
in the hands of all students in the 
course, are examined closely and dis- 
cussed in detail as part of the class work. 
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TABLE 2 


MAGAZINES EXCLUSIVELY FOR FRESHMAN WRITING 


How Often 
Published 


No. of 
Copies 
1000-1200 

250 
1800-2000 
1500-2500 


School Format 


1—quarter 
3—year 8 xlill 
9 
2—semester | 6 x 9% 


Magazine 


Three Quarters 32 
The Sampler 20 
Ms 16 1—semester 
The Green Caldron | 32 


Pages 


Iowa State College 
Vassar College 
State U. of Iowa 
U. of Illinois 


We hope by the end of the freshman 
year to build up a set of critical stand- 
ards which are meaningful because the 
students have had a part in formulating 
them.” 

Three Quarters, the lowa State Col- 
lege magazine of freshman writing, is 
published once each quarter except in 
the summer. It is a thirty-two page, 
printed magazine with a 6x9 inch 
format and no illustrations. 

The editorial board consists of fac- 
ulty members who select and edit ap- 
proximately seventeen narrative and 
expository themes to appear in each is- 
sue. Each year a new editorial board 
is appointed, with the exception of the 
editor-in-chief, who remains the fol- 
lowing year as a board member. 

The magazine is financed by single 
copy sales handled through the college 
bookstore. From 1000 to 1200 copies 
of each issue are printed to furnish a 
freshman class of 1600. A minimum 
number of copies of each issue is agreed 
upon, and although there is no contract 
“with the bookstore concerning the sales, 
the English department urges the stu- 
dents to buy copies so that the book- 
store will suffer no financial loss. 

Professor Fred W. Lorch, head of 
the Department of English and Speech, 
comments on two problems which Iowa 
State encountered in establishing a mag- 
azine of freshman writing: “1. We had 
difficulty getting good material in suffi- 
cient amount from our teachers. This 
has been a constant problem and is still 
one that we continue to face. 2. We 


have had difficulty in getting all our 
students to buy the issues as they ap- 
pear. We have solved this problem by 
agreeing at staff meetings to assign 
readings from the magazine on approx- 
imately the same days. Students in the 
main have responded quite favorably to 
the magazine, as have our staff mem- 
bers. A few don’t like it, presumably 
because of the kind of material our ed- 
itorial board has selected for inclusion.” 

Although it is not possible to judge 
the effect of the magazine on the poor 
students, Professor Lorch feels that ‘‘it 
has served our better students quite well 
in offering suggestions for themes and 
models of compositions.” 

Beginning in 1944 as a bi-monthly 
page in The Daily Iowan, MS, the 
magazine of freshman writing at the 
State University of lowa, has expanded 
to a twenty-four page, illustrated mag- 
azine published once a semester by stu- 
dents in the Communications Skills 
Courses. A committee of faculty mem- 
bers acts in an advisory capacity but 
takes little part in the selection of ma- 
terial or in the make-up of the pages. 
A subsidy from the course budget 
finances the printing of approximately 
1800 to 2000 copies of each issue. 

Several special sections are featured. 
Editorial comment at the beginning of 
each article points up the particular 
merit or interest of the piece. In the 
center of each article, a ruled inset gives 
brief biographical data concerning the 
author. If space permits, honorable 
mention is given to good writing not 
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included in the magazine, and from time 
to time space is devoted to a section of 
humorous student errors. 


Mr. John A. Ford, editorial adviser 
to MS, says concerning the difficulties 
his staff has encountered in publishing 
their magazine: “. . . the time element 
has probably been most irksome. Nat- 
urally, in any composition course, the 
best writing will probably not emerge 
until the latter part of the semester, 
which means that by the time we have 
amassed a group of manuscripts large 
enough for editorial consideration, we 
are running close to our physical dead- 
line. The time necessary for getting out 
the magazine itself, after material has 
been submitted, varies from a month to 
six weeks, including proof-reading, 
dummies, printing time, etc. Thus our 
date of issue will be late in the semester. 
At present we have not solved this diffi- 
culty, although we have tentative plans 
to make previous issues available for in- 
coming classes. 


“The reaction of the students and 
the staff appears to be largely a matter 
of successful publicity. If the magazine 
is to have any motivational value, it 
must have a certain amount of prestige, 
which we have tried to furnish in vari- 
ous ways. First, it must be sold to the 
staff, via staff meetings; secondly, the 
staff must spend time in class discussing 
the magazine itself, as well as its con- 
tents. Thirdly, the university news- 
paper, the radio station, and a poster 
campaign are utilized close to each issue 
date in order to awaken widespread in- 
terest. In this way, or in these ways, 
the students are made to feel the scope 
and significance of the project. The 
students’ reaction appears to be in fairly 
direct proportion to the success of these 
preliminary efforts. Once in the stu- 
dent’s hands, of course, the magazine 
must sell itself. Naturally, class discus- 
sion, analysis, and the awakening of the 


competitive spirit are big factors in 
stimulating the class toward purposeful 
writing for the magazine.” 

MS is still in the experimental stage. 
Each issue is revised in terms of com- 
ments and suggestions made by students 
and faculty, so a standardized format 
has not yet been achieved. 


MS serves three purposes: 1. It is a 
vehicle for the best writing in the fresh- 
man writing course and an incentive to 
purposeful writing. 2. It is a general 
motivational device. 3. It provides 
models for assigned discussion and an- 
alysis in freshman writing classes. 


The Green Caldron, a magazine of 
freshman writing, published by the 
Rhetoric Staff of the University of IIli- 
nois, is now in its nineteenth year of 
continuous publication. Supported by 
about three thousand potential contrib- 
utors and customers, the magazine has 
been able to break even financially and 


- to print commendable work. Class dis- 


cussion of current issues is a regular part 
of the Freshman Rhetoric courses, and 
students are urged to support the proj- 


ect through purchase of their own 


copies. Sales for the first issue each year 
are made to about 85% of the students 
enrolled. In the second semester, when 
students have fallen into the college 
habit of borrowing materials from 
roommates, sales drop to about 50% of 
the enrollment. Judicious ordering in 
the light of this seasonal sales fluctua- 
tion avoids serious loss. 

Each issue of The Green Caldron 
contains from fifteen to twenty full- 
length prose pieces, a half dozen short 
passages from themes not worth print- 
ing in their entirety, and a page of ri- 
diculous boners, entitled “‘Rhet as 
Writ.’”’ The students whose work ap- 
pears in the “‘joke’’ section remain anon- 
ymous. Students whose work survives 
all but the last winnowing are given 
honorable mention. 
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Copies of The Green Caldron are 
sent to the high schools from which the 
contributors graduated, and surplus 
back copies are given away to high 
school English teachers attending con- 
ferences on the campus. 


Other Publications of 
Freshman Writing 

Differing from the literary magazines 
of freshman writing are the bulletin 
type publications which are irregularly 
published in many schools to present 


‘examples of freshman writing to incom- 


ing students, to give high schools an 
idea of the college standards, or to aid 
in standardization of grading within 
the composition department. Southern 
Illinois University printed such a bul- 
letin in 1945. It contains sixteen 
themes of various types and of different 
levels of quality. Accompanying each 
article is a comment made by a staff 
member pointing out the weaknesses 
and the strength of the piece. The pur- 
pose of the booklet was to give incom- 
ing freshmen an idea of the type of 
work which would be expected of them. 

Sample Themes from “‘English Com- 
position’’ is a mimeographed collection 
of themes written by students at the 
University of Idaho during the opening 
weeks of the first semester of 1947-48. 
Eight articles of varied quality are in- 


. cluded plus an appendix of detailed 


comments made by the staff members. 
The purpose of this publication was to 
“arrive at relatively uniform standards 
of evaluation and criticism.’’ Copies of 
this pamphlet were sent to all the high 
schools in the state. 

The University of Minnesota occa- 
sionally mimeographs samples of three 
or four themes “‘which may be used as 
models for themes standard in all sec- 
tions of the course.’”” The bulletin is 
distributed to all freshmen and is used 
as a basis for class discussion. No com- 
ments accompany the articles. 
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A hybrid literary magazine and bul- 
letin is the University of Florida’s Lab- 
oratory Literature. This is a thirty 
page, printed magazine with illustra- 
tions. It is published annually as a col- 
lection of the best writing done in the 
laboratory writing course. A committee 
of students and faculty members selects 
the material to be used from the more 
than fifteen thousand papers written in 
the course. It is published and subsi- 
dized by the University; a copy is 
printed for each student enrolled in the 
laboratory course. Honorable mention 
is given to that good writing which does 
not appear in the magazine, and a copy 
is mailed to each high school from 
which a contributor comes. 


The Pros and Cons 


Six English department heads noted 
that their schools had at one time sup- 
ported a magazine of freshman writing. 
Five of these publications were discon- 
tinued completely; one was converted 
into a university journal accepting 
writing from all classes. Four reasons 
were given for the discontinuation of 
these publications. First, too much 
added burden was placed upon the staff 
as result of publishing the magazine. 
Second, the students gradually lost in- 
terest in the project. Third, funds from 
the university were not available. The 
fourth reason was given by a school 
where the magazine had been a compul- 
sory part of the curriculum. The de- 
partment head said: “‘Like other things 
that are compulsory, it aroused student 
resentment, until I felt that it was more 
of an injury than an aid to the compo- 
sition course.”’ 

Even though these publications were 
discontinued, the English staffs felt that 
they had been of some value in stimu- 
lating the average student to do better 
work and in providing incentive to 
those students eager to do well in writ- 
ing. One professor commented that 


publication certainly “takes composition 
work out of a vacuum.” 


Many English department heads spe- 
cifically commented on the difficulties of 
publishing freshman writing, the disad- 
vantages of such a publication, and the 
value of a freshman magazine. The 
principal obstacle preventing more pub- 
lication of freshman work is the lack 
of proper financial backing or the doubt 
that money appropriated to such a cause 
would be giving full value. The second 
most frequently mentioned obstacle is 
the dearth of freshman writing worthy 
of publication. One person commented 
that he doubted if there were enough 
superior freshman writing anywhere to 
permit publication of more than ten 
pieces out of one thousand students. 
Other difficulties commented upon are 
lack of time and inertia of the staff. 


One school, at least, does not publish 
freshman writing because the English 
department head feels that the disadvan- 
tages of such a project outweigh the 
values gained. He said: ‘‘As I see it, 
publication of the themes of able stu- 
dents, while it is a recognition of their 
talent and craftsmanship, places a false 
goal before them, the goal of immediate 
and public approval, at a time when the 
proper aim of freshmen should be rig- 
orous attention to self-development: en- 
richment in ideas and in experience, an- 
alytical inquiry, and the organization 
and presentation of the values which 
they have found worth while.” 


Another frequent question concerned 
the effect which the publication of fresh- 
man writing has on the poorer students. 
If their work is published to provide 
examples for criticism, are they embar- 
rassed and sensitive? On the other hand, 
if their work is consistently ignored, do 
they become discouraged? A consider- 
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1] 


ation of these questions made publica- 
tion seem inadvisable in some schools. 
~The comments concerning the value 
of publishing freshman composition 
were more frequent, however, than 
those questioning the advisability of 
such a project. A strong feeling exists 
that some visual method of placing 
compositions before students should ac- 
company the commonly practiced read- 
ing of themes. A publication furnishes 
examples of good writing for class an- 
alysis. Most department heads who 
commented favorably mentioned that 
publication is the proper stimulus for 
average students to do their best writ- 
ing, that it improves the work of the 
most promising freshmen, and that it 
recognizes and honors talent and dili- 
gent work. 

The general tone of the comments ac- 
companying the questionnaires indicated 
that most English departments feel the 
inadequacy of their present methods of 
placing freshman writing before their 
classes in providing an incentive and in 
furnishing examples for analysis. De- 
spite the fact that only four schools of 
those responding regularly publish a 
magazine of freshman writing, this 
project, if finances and time will permit, 
can be perhaps the most effective way of 
encouraging students to write well and 
of furnishing them with current exam- 
ples of themes for analysis, criticism, 
and emulation. One questionnaire re- 
sponse stated that the English depart- 
ment was planning such a magazine for 
the near future. At least a half-dozen 
others expressed an interest in this pos- 
sibility. By giving prestige to freshman 
writing, the magazine can brighten the 
often dull composition classes. The 
magazine of freshman writing definitely 
has a place in the modern composition 


course. 
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The Conference on College Composition 
and Communication 


Someone has estimated that there are 
at least nine thousand of us teaching in 
college courses in composition and com- 
munication. Faced with many of the 
same problems, concerned certainly with 
the same general objectives, we have for 
the most part gone our separate ways, 
experimenting here and improvising 
there. Occasionally we have heard that 
a new kind of course is working well at 
Upper A. & M. or that a new staff 
training program has been found suc- 
cessful at Lower T. C. But we rarely 
get the facts. We have had no sys- 
tematic way of exchanging views and 
information quickly. Certainly we have 
had no means of developing a coordi- 
nated research program. 

To meet such obvious needs the Con- 
ference on College Composition and 
Communication has been formed. 

This organization is a conference- 
group within the National Council of 
Teachers of English. Membership in 
the parent organization is necessary for 
membership in the CCCC; the treasur- 
ers of the two organizations are the 
same person; the editorial board of the 
CCCC must be approved by the execu- 
tive committee of the NCTE; and the 
annual business meeting of the CCCC 
must be held at the time of the fall con- 
vention of the NCTE. Otherwise the 
CCCC is autonomous, electing its own 
officers, setting its own dues, creating 
its own program. 

At the present the CCCC program 
calls for three major activities: 1. The 
fall meeting mentioned above. This is 
a meeting for members only, and will 


occur this year when the NCTE gathers 
at Milwaukee. 2. A quarterly bulletin, 
the first number of which you now have 
in your hands. Because it is designed for 
a highly specialized group, this bulletin 
does not overlap in purpose or material 
with College English. The two jour- 
nals complement each other to the ad- 
vantage of both. 3. A spring meeting, 


open to everyone interested in the prob- ~ 


lems of teaching composition or com- 
munication at the college level. 


yakawa, and Henry Sams. There will 
be nationally known speakers like Ru- 
dolf Flesch (The Art of Readable Writ- 
ing) and Kenneth Burke (The Gram- 
mar of Motive). And there will be dis- 


cussion groups, for those not in the | 
workshops, on topics like individualiz- | 
audio-visual aids, and | 
group dynamics. Anyone may attend | 
this spring meeting. The CCCC is | 


ing training, 


sponsoring it, not monopolizing it. 


We believe that the activities of this : 
new organization are aimed at practical | 


needs in the profession, that the stand- 
ards of the profession will be raised be- 
cause of them. We hope that you and 


others from your institution will join | 
the CCCC, not because we are after a | 
large membership as such but because | 
we want your information and ideas in | 


exchange for our own. 


JOHN C. GERBER 
Chairman CCCC 


This | 
year’s meeting is scheduled for the Ste- 
vens Hotel in Chicago, March 24-25. © 
There will be fourteen workshops led | 
by such men as Harold Allen, S. I. Ha- | 


| 
i 
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Editorial Comment 


The issuance of Volume I, Number 
1, of any publication would seem to 
call for some editorial comment. One 
might apologize for the temerity which 
adds another publication to our already 
groaning presses and readers. One might 
defy the gods who provide early peri- 
ods for so many infant periodicals. 
Your present editor, at the moment of 
sending this copy to the press, does not 
feel particularly apologetic, much less 
defiant. He believes, however, that such 
a publication as the new Conference on 
College Composition and Communica- 
tion has in mind might do a great deal 
of good and be of service for a long 
time. 

Elsewhere in this issue you will find 
a statement by the chairman of the 
CCCC regarding the objectives of our 
organization. This bulletin is designed 
to contribute to the achievement of 
those objectives, to provide a “‘system- 
atic way of exchanging views and infor- 
mation quickly’’ and a “means of de- 
veloping a coordinated research pro- 


gram,’ and to preserve and disseminate 
to wider audiences the valuable papers’ 


and reports given at the fall and spring 
meetings. The bulletin is at the service 
of the CCCC, and the editor welcomes 


suggestions from members for extension 
or improvement of its usefulness. 

The bulletin is starting modestly and 
with limited means. We can promise 
quarterly publication of a sixteen page 
issue. Eventually our membership may 
grow sufficiently large to support the 
more frequent publication of a thicker 
bulletin. 

The editor would be glad to have 
your candid comments on this and sub- 
sequent issues of College Composition 
and Communication. You may be in- 
terested to know that ‘‘College Publi- 
cations of Freshman Writing” grew out 
of a research project in a University of 
Illinois graduate course on the teaching 
of college composition. It is quite pos- 
sible that you know of publications of 
freshman writing other than those un- 
covered by this survey. If so, we would 
be glad to relay to our readers informa- 
tion regarding them. If you would like 
to know more about the publications 
mentioned and to obtain copies for ex- 
amination, write to the sponsoring 
schools. Some might have back copies 
available for the price of postage it 
would cost to mail them to you. 


CHAS. W. ROBERTS 
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Bona Fide Boners 


She wanted a lawn that was pretty, but for various reasons couldn’t get 
any grass to grow. She started in to experiment with the hired man, Sam, 
and hoped to find out what was the matter. 


* * * * 


Fraternities believe that if fraternity men go out for extra-circular activities, 
they will be more well-rounded. 


ok * 


_A draft like the one proposed, however, would bring a group of boys into 
the service with nothing but grips. 


* * * 


The day begins at 7:00 a. m. when revelry blows. 


* * * 


On the other hand, it is one of life’s marvelous adventures to discover hid- 
den within you capacities qualifying you for carrying on the constructive work 
of insuring lives, of enabling people to guard against the hazardous uncertain- 


ties of fat and circumstance. 
* * * 


An infinitive is to plus a verb. Example: He to was a great fighter. 


* * * 


She was a short stout woman with twenty years of teaching behind her. 


* * 


The danger had passed, and so I settled back to enjoy the wind and weather, 


but not my wife. 
* * 


Elmhurst is a city of sixteen thousand people lying fifteen miles west of 


Chicago. 


You pass through the revolving door and are met by one of the armed 
guards who hastily scans faces and official passes as streams of diplomats clutch- 


ing briefcases and office girls greeting each other enter. : 


EDITOR’S NOTE: These are from the ‘‘Rhet as Writ’’ section of The Green Caldron. If 
you think such a department is worth maintaining in CCCC, send in your contributions of 
bona fide Freshman English boners. 
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